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08 April 2009 
Another Top Year for Odyssey Arena 
Belfast’s Odyssey Arena is celebrating one of its best years to date since opening in December 2000.

Figures for the 2008/09 financial year show revenues were 9% ahead of target, with a 5% boost from sponsorships and hospitality, despite the current economic downturn.

Over 4 million people have been entertained at 1,000 events at Odyssey Arena in the past eight years with 2008/09 attracting crowds of over 680,000 - the second largest attendance figures since doors opened. 
Chief Executive Nicky Dunn, who has spearheaded the Odyssey Arena’s journey to success, said: “We’re delighted by the popularity of the Arena.  It’s fantastic to see that in our ninth year the Arena continues to grow, bringing in more people and reaching new audiences.  
“The team at Odyssey Arena are outstanding, the wealth of skill, knowledge and expertise they bring to each event makes the Arena a desirable location with event organisers, consolidating its position as a world class entertainment venue.” 
In the last year, the versatility of the venue has been showcased by the range of live sports, music and family shows that totalled a remarkable 138 events.  During this time Odyssey Arena hosted a record number of 54 concerts with highlights including multiple shows from Snow Patrol, Kylie Minogue, Girls Aloud, as well as Westlife’s 50th performance at the venue.    

The Arena also witnessed a highly successful ice hockey season that saw The Coors Belfast Giants become ‘Knock Out Cup’ and ‘Challenge Cup’ champions. In addition Odyssey Arena welcomed its largest comedy show yet with 8,500 people flocking to see funnyman Lee Evans.  New events such as Premier League Darts, Cirque du Soleil, Big into Baby Exhibition and Masters of Dirt also attracted huge audiences. 
And the Arena is gearing up for another busy year ahead.  It will host, for the first time, performances from Strictly Come Dancing and The Priests as well as more comedy from an assortment of entertainers.  These include Barry Humphries' musical extravaganza, ‘Last Night of the Poms’, which will feature his alter egos, Dame Edna Everage and Sir Lesley Patterson, ‘An Evening with Michael McIntyre’ and ‘Eddie Izzard Stripped’.

In May the Odyssey Arena will open its doors to the sporting event of the year, the Commonwealth Heavyweight Championship boxing when Belfast's Martin Rogan will defend his title. 
For a full list of upcoming events at Odyssey Arena visit www.odysseyarena.com/what-s-on.html 
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