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Tuesday 20th November 2007
ODYSSEY ARENA RAISES £36,000 FOR CHILDLINE
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Odyssey Arena and ChildLine Northern Ireland - the NSPCC's free 24-hour helpline for children and young people – marked Universal Children’s Day today, by celebrating their successful partnership which has raised £36,000 for the charity.

The money raised by Odyssey Arena will help ChildLine provide one-to-one counselling for 946 children across Northern Ireland who need the comfort, protection and advice of the charity’s specially trained counsellors.

The £36,000 is the result of a three year partnership during which time Odyssey Arena provided the Arena facilities and its staff for a number of ChildLine events.  As well as raising funds, the events, which have included the ChildLine Hip Hop Challenge and ChildLine Freestyle Abseil, have also helped increase awareness of the work that ChildLine does in the local community.  Bucket collections at various concerts also took place, while Arena staff were involved in supporting a variety of seasonal fundraising initiatives. 
Commenting on their partnership with ChildLine Northern Ireland, Lorraine McGoran, Marketing Manager at Odyssey Arena, said: “We are delighted that we have been able to help support ChildLine over the last three years. It is extremely rewarding to be able to give something back and we do feel that we have played a small yet significant part in helping raise ChildLine’s profile by increasing awareness of the charity amongst both staff and visitors to the venue.  In fact, we estimate that over 300,000 children in Northern Ireland have been exposed to ChildLine NI branding and messaging simply through attending events here at the Arena over the last three years.”
Martin McClure, Fundraising Manager for ChildLine Northern Ireland, said: “The total funds raised by Odyssey Arena have far exceeded our expectations.  It has been a real pleasure to work with the team at the Arena - the partnership has proved to be a very fruitful venture. We are very grateful to Odyssey Arena who have provided both their wonderful venue and staff for various fundraising events over the past three years, free of charge. 

“Through Odyssey Arena’s fundraising efforts, the life changing services available to children through ChildLine have been substantially enhanced meaning that young people in Northern Ireland can continue to benefit from our free 24 Hour helpline.” 
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