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Friday 1st December 2006 

ODYSSEY ARENA CELEBRATES A GIANT BIRTHDAY
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Odyssey Arena gets ready to celebrate its giant success as Belfast’s premiere live entertainment venue for its sixth birthday on Saturday 2nd December.
2006 has been a busy year for the Laganside venue, hosting over 30% more events than in 2005 – making this an especially big birthday. 
Since opening in December 2000 the Arena has hosted some 700 events, received over three million visitors and generated in excess of £75 million to the Northern Ireland economy.

It has been a winning year for everyone involved at the Odyssey Arena with the Coors Belfast Giants winning the Elite League Championship, the International Supercross making its sixth visit to the Arena, as well as other highlights including, Northern Ireland’s largest ever conference - The Rotary International Great Britain and Ireland Conference, and MAMMA MIA!'s spectacular 29 shows.  The Arena has also staged a catalogue of sell out concerts from, Bruce Springsteen, James Blunt to the Take That reunion tour.
Commenting on the success of the Arena, Chief Executive, Nicky Dunn said:

“The success of the Arena has been truly overwhelming.  Not only has it proved to be a huge success with the people of Northern Ireland but it is a firm favourite with major international and European tours.  

“It is not just the quality and volume of events that make our sixth birthday memorable, but also the versatility the Arena has shown in catering for a wide range of events, from show jumping to Disney on Ice – confirming it is a venue for everyone.”   

The success of the Arena looks set to continue, with 2007 dates already in high demand.  The New Year will get off to a rocking start with shows from Pussycat Dolls, Dolly Parton, Justin Timberlake and four further dates from the Westlife boys.  What’s more, the major tennis tournament, Tennis Legends 2007, will make its first visit to Belfast at the Odyssey Arena next February with former Wimbledon champions John McEnroe and Pat Cash.  
(Ends)
[image: image2.jpg]